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Preface 
 
Vocational experts provide impartial expert opinion evidence in the form of testimony at hearing 
or via written responses to interrogatories. Because acquired vocational expertise is a 
professional requirement, OHA does not provide VE training. However, this handbook, which is 
intended as a prehearing desk reference, provides basic information about the Social Security 
disability program, offers a broad review of vocational issues, discusses the type of questions 
likely to be asked, and clarifies the VE’s role in the Social Security adjudication process. The 
handbook also describes the concepts and terms you will encounter in the Social Security Act, 
regulations, rulings and policy issuances. 






























































