
In Memory

Patricia Lynne McCollom

Patti McCollom, a vi sion ary in case man age ment and 
life care plan ning, passed away on Oc to ber 6, 2007
af ter a long ill ness.

Pa tri cia Lynne McCollom, RN, MS, CRRN, CCM,
CDMS, CLCP, FIALCP, ob tained her nurs ing de gree
in 1965, her mas ter’s de gree in re ha bil i ta tion coun -
sel ing in 1978, sub se quently leav ing her mark on the
pro fes sional prac tice ar eas of nurs ing, case man age -
ment, and life care plan ning through teach ing, ser -
vice, and her more than 40 years of prac tice. 

As a life-long ed u ca tor, Patti be -
gan teach ing in 1966 as Nurs ing
In struc tor at Iowa Meth od ist
Med i cal Cen ter, ris ing to the po -
si tion of As sis tant Di rec tor of
Nurs ing Ser vices in 1979.
Through out her ca reer, she re -
ceived teach ing ap point ments at
Drake Uni ver sity’s re ha bil i ta -
tion coun sel ing pro gram and the
Col lege of St. Fran cis, as well as
ad junct fac ulty sta tus with the
Uni ver sity of Florida.  With re -
gard to life care plan ning, she
taught nu mer ous courses at pro -
fes sional train ing pro grams as
well as de vel oped por tions of the
on-line ed u ca tion cur ric u lum for
Kaplan Uni ver sity and the Uni -
ver sity of Florida’s dis tance
learn ing pro gram. Re lated to ed -
u cat ing oth ers within the fields
of life care plan ning, nurs ing,
and case man age ment, Patti
authored more than 70 book
chap ters, ar ti cles and ed i to ri als.

What is most ex traor di nary is Patti’s his tory of ser -
vice to the pro fes sion.  As an ex cep tion ally well-liked
vi sion ary, she was Pres i dent of the As so ci a tion of Re -
ha bil i ta tion Nurses (na tional), Chair per son of Com -
mis sion for Case Man ager Cer tif i ca tion (na tional),
vice pres i dent of the Board for the Foun da tion for

Life Care Plan ning Re search, mem ber of the an nual
in ter na tional life care plan ning con fer ence ed u ca tion 
com mit tees, and the first ed i tor of the Jour nal of Life
Care Plan ning.  Patti has also been a mem ber or of fi -
cer of many other na tional, lo cal and state wide or ga -
ni za tions. It is no ta ble that she has re ceived awards
from at least four or ga ni za tions for her ser vice work.

How ever, one or ga ni za tion is her leg acy.  In the mid
1990s, Patti saw a need for a pro fes sional as so ci a -
tion, and was the first nurse to start an or ga ni za tion

ded i cated to nurs ing prac tices
and life care plan ning when she
founded the Amer i can Acad emy 
of Nurse Life Care Plan ners in
1996 which wel comed all pro fes -
sion als with an in ter est in life
care plan ning.  To be more in -
clu sive and wel come all pro fes -
sion als with an in ter est in life
care plan ning, the group later
be came the In ter na tional Acad -
emy of Life Care Plan ners
(IALCP) which is now a sec tion
of IARP.  In rec og ni tion of her
con tri bu tions, she was hon ored
with IARP’s Kevin Karr In no va -
tive Re ha bil i ta tion Pro ce dure or 
Sys tem Award in 2005.

In sum mary, Patti, a won der ful 
col league, through out her life
was as a “mover and shaker”
who de vel oped and pro moted
re ha bil i ta tion and life care
plan ning con cepts through pre -
sen ta tions, ar ti cles, book chap -
ters, teach ing, and ser vice

within many or ga ni za tions.  At the In ter na tional
Sym po sium of Life Care Plan ning’s Life time
Achieve ment Award pre sen ta tion just two weeks
be fore her pass ing, she said “I do not want to be re -
mem bered for what I did, but for what I am.”  Patti,
you can rest in peace for your wish has come true.


